
​Opportunities for Coordination​

​From KCSD December meeting about Kensington Unified Fire Prevention Network:​



​Chart of Kensington Initiatives as some of K6 sees it:​

​FOCUS AREA​ ​PURPOSE​ ​URL​ ​Organizer/​
​Department​

​BLOCK​
​BASED​

​CERT​

​Community​
​Emergency​
​Response​
​Teams​

​Intensive training program in basic disaster response skills​
​like fire safety, search and rescue, medical operations,​
​incident command structure.​

​Kensington has been divided into 6 sections by ECFD. The​
​SW corner of Kensington is K6.​

​Folks trained in CERT aren't necessarily aware of/connected​
​to block- or neighborhood-level efforts. A block-level​
​emergency response plan can be strengthened by having​
​CERT-trained individuals join the efforts.​

​El Cerrito CERT​ ​El Cerrito Fire​
​Department​

​MYN​

​Map Your​
​Neighborho​
​od​

​Simple steps used by many communities across the country​
​to self-organize preparedness for an emergency. Steps​
​include learning immediate actions following a disaster;​
​identifying neighbors' skills and equipment inventory,​
​creating a neighborhood map, and creating a contact list of​
​all neighbors who will need assistance, including older​
​adults and those with chronic conditions. ​

​Youtube​

​Materials​
​None​

​NNO​

​National​
​Night Out​

​A national program to promote neighborhood safety​
​through social connections and crime awareness.​
​Self-organized block social gatherings on the first Tuesday​
​of August; Kensington PD and FD often stop by.​

​National Night Out​ ​Kensington​
​Police​

​FireWise​
​and other​
​KCSD Fire​
​prevention​
​activities​

​A national program promoted/supported by Kensington​
​Community Services District/El Cerrito Fire Dept.; blocks​
​(usually 1-3 together) apply to participate to gain access to​
​educational programs by experts, things you can do to​
​protect your home and your family’s safety, communal​

​FireWise USA​ ​Kensington Fire​

http://www.elcerrito.gov/176/Community-Emergency-Response-Training-CE
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaYp9JZofBz3RSYyvL57jo_95G8ziwuTV
https://www.islandcountywa.gov/467/Map-Your-Neighborhood
https://natw.org/
https://www.nfpa.org/Education-and-Research/Wildfire/Firewise-USA


​FOCUS AREA​ ​PURPOSE​ ​URL​ ​Organizer/​
​Department​

​BLOCK​
​BASED​

​chipping days, vegetation reduction grants. Requires​
​establishing and reporting on specific goals.​

​Kensington Fire’s 2025 vendor fair (assuming that is​
​continuing)​

​Hazardous vegetation reduction grants (being offered again​
​this year)​

​Kensington​
​Emergency​
​Preparednes​
​s Committee​

​A committee of the Kensington Community Services District​
​that develops an annual emergency preparedness plan.​

​Holds every other month​
​meetings​

​Kensington​
​Community​
​Services District​

​Kensington​
​Amateur​
​Radio​
​Operators​
​and the El​
​Cerrito Ham​
​Operators​
​(KARO ECHO)​

​KAROECHO coordinates with the neighborhood volunteer​
​response teams, where present, facilitating radio​
​communications for our residents between neighborhoods, to​
​and from the Emergency Operating Center (EOC) at City Hall,​
​to and from adjoining jurisdictions, as well as County and long​
​haul communications via amateur radio gateways on Morse,​
​voice, and digital means.​

​KARO ECHO  meets on the​
​2nd Monday of each month​
​at 1900 (7:00 PM) at the​
​Kensington Community​
​Center (KCC), 59 Arlington​
​Ave., Kensington, CA​
​94707. Also via zoom.​

​Independent​
​Non-profit​

​Kensington​
​Improvemen​
​t Club (KIC)​

​Annual Town Hall meetings provide updates from​
​Kensington police/fire leadership as well as county and​
​regional officials, often addressing regional fire and​
​neighborhood safety issues.​

​Independent​
​Non-profit​

​Kensington​
​Property​
​Owners​
​Association​

​KPOA sometimes addresses fire-related issues at their​
​annual meeting, and has some resources on their website.​

​Independent​
​Non-profit​

​K6 FOCUS​ ​ACTIVITIES​ ​MEETING SCHEDULE​

https://www.kensingtonfire.org/emergency-preparedness-committee
https://www.kensingtonfire.org/emergency-preparedness-committee
https://www.kensingtonfire.org/emergency-preparedness-committee
https://www.kensingtonfire.org/emergency-preparedness-committee
https://www.karoecho.net/
https://www.karoecho.net/
https://www.karoecho.net/
https://www.karoecho.net/
https://www.karoecho.net/
https://www.karoecho.net/
https://www.karoecho.net/
https://kpoa.net/
https://kpoa.net/
https://kpoa.net/
https://kpoa.net/


​FOCUS AREA​ ​PURPOSE​ ​URL​ ​Organizer/​
​Department​

​BLOCK​
​BASED​

​Block Building Support – MYN, FireWise, NNO​ ​1​​st​ ​Tuesday of even​
​months on zoom after​
​radio​
​1​​st​ ​Wednesday of odd​
​months at 7 PM on​
​Stratford​

​Two Way Radio Practice (a subset of KARO-ECHO ham radio​
​activities)​

​1​​st​ ​and 3​​rd​ ​Tuesdays of the​
​month, 7 PM​

​REGIONAL​
​EFFORTS​

​(KENSINGTON IS INCLUDED)​

​Diablo​
​Firesafe​
​Council​

​A nonprofit serving Alameda/Contra Costa that offers free​
​fire prevention education, has links to grant funders for fuel​
​reduction, fire safety, etc. Works closely with FireWise​
​groups.​

https://diablofiresafe.org/wildfire-funding-sources
https://diablofiresafe.org/wildfire-funding-sources
https://diablofiresafe.org/wildfire-funding-sources


​Request to initiate a Red Flag Pilot Study of Lenox Road Pinch Point​

​Problem statement:​​The residents of over 60 homes​​in the Firewise community of Kingston​
​Road will most likely be dependent upon using Lenox Road to evacuate in the event of a​
​wildfire. Flammable materials and parked vehicles line this pinch point.​

​Lenox Road narrows severely between 5 Lenox Rd and the intersection with Beverly Road. This​
​pinch point may become blocked in an emergency and impede evacuation and emergency​
​response equipment. A single poorly parked vehicle, garbage truck or utility vehicle frequently​
​constricts egress in this pinch point. Please see attached pictures.​

​Pinch Point Problems​

​-​ ​Flammable fencing immediately adjacent to one side of the constriction​
​-​ ​Flammable vegetation along the other side of the constriction​
​-​ ​No sidewalk along either side for a ways​
​-​ ​Parked vehicles often further constrict vehicle flow​
​-​ ​Only one vehicle can travel in one direction at a time​

​Avoiding this Pinch Point is difficult for Kingston Road residents​

​●​ ​There is no egress at the dead-end of Kingston Road. There are two tall (double)​
​EBMUD wire fences with razor wire on top that effectively block evacuation.​

​●​ ​Behind homes on the North side of Kingston Road, the creek is lined with thick,​
​flammable vegetation and Eucalyptus trees, preventing emergency evacuation.​

​●​ ​If Lenox Road becomes blocked in an emergency, Kingston Road residents could be​
​forced to travel uphill toward Arlington Blvd, against the traffic coming downhill to escape​
​a wildfire.​

​Request:​​Perform a Red Flag Pilot Study to determine​​recommendations including addressing​
​vehicle parking, flammable fencing and vegetation etc. to improve emergency egress for​
​Kingston Road residences. (This assumes that KCSD and the county are not yet in a position to​
​enact many of the existing recommendations developed over the past few years. We note also​
​that Berkeley Park where it meets Colusa Circle is another problematic pinch point, so as much​
​of K6 as can be included, the better. We are in support of both no-parking and parking downhill​
​mandates for K6.)​

​.​





​The narrow pinchpoint of Lenox Road with a flammable fence on one side, flammable​
​vegetation on the other side and no sidewalks​

​The narrow Lenox Pinch Point is only wide enough for one vehicle moving in a single direction​



​Vehicles moving towards the Lenox Pinch Point,  blocked by a garbage truck​

​A PG&E vehicle (rear) completely blocks Lenox Pinch Point.​



​A service vehicle severely constricts the Lenox Pinch Point.​

​Parked vehicles on Lenox Road near the intersection of Beverly Road causes constriction just​
​beyond the Lenox Pinch Point.​



​Parked cars at the base of Public Path 5 frequently constrict Lenox Road​



mailto:PublicEducation@emd.wa.gov








Neighborhood Gathering Site and Care Center 

Neighborhood Gathering Site: 
Come to the Neighborhood Gathering Site after you have finished Steps 1-6. This will help you organize and reduce 
confusion. 

The Neighborhood Gathering Site is in a protected area that it is easily seen. The visibility will help remind everyone that 
they should come here. An open garage, porch or carport would work well and protect you from the elements. Stay clear 
of power lines and damaged structures. 

Write your Neighborhood Gathering Site here and also on the prior page.  719 Coventry

Neighborhood Care Center: 
A Neighborhood Care Center is inside someone’s home. It is a place where children, those who are elderly and 
those with disability can be brought so they are not alone and where they can be given care. 

Write your Neighborhood Care Center location here: 756 Coventry Road
Group First Aid Kit and Stretcher is located at: 756 Coventry Road inside garage hanging on back 
wall. 

Toilet supplies are located at:  748 Coventry (very back of the yard)

Easels, white boards, cork boards are located at: 760 Coventry - inside front patio, all the way to 
the left wall 

Cones and traffic guides are located at :728 Coventry - right gate on the side of the house under 
the stairs. 




