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Kensington Fire ProtecƟon District  
Hazardous VegetaƟon Removal Program 
 
ObjecƟve: 
To  reduce wildfire risks by funding the removal of hazardous vegetaƟon like juniper and 
bamboo from residenƟal properƟes in Kensington. This program is intended to replace the 
Kensington Fire ProtecƟon District’s ReplanƟng Grant to improve the effecƟveness of hazardous 
vegetaƟon removal and speed up the abatement process.  The following is a conceptual 
framework for a pilot program in Kensington and three local examples of hazardous vegetaƟon 
iniƟaƟves. 
 
 
Eligibility Criteria: 
- Open to Kensington properƟes only. 
- Focus on removal projects targeƟng single species such as juniper. 
- To be cost-effecƟve and efficient, this program will have a minimum parƟcipaƟon threshold, 
much like the Contra Costa County Measure X Wildfire MiƟgaƟon Program Community Chipping 
Day. Requiring a minimum of 8 households in a reasonable area within Kensington to be funded 
or reimbursed. 
 
PotenƟal Funding Details: 
- Matching grant up to $2,000 per parcel. 
- Funds are to be used solely for the cost of vegetaƟon removal of designated species. 
 
Simplified ApplicaƟon Process: 
- An online applicaƟon for neighborhood leads to register parƟcipaƟng sites will be available. 
- Each applicaƟon will be validated by a project coordinator designated by the Kensington Fire 
ProtecƟon District. 
 
ImplementaƟon and Oversight: 
- Upon approval, the neighborhood lead coordinates the removal acƟviƟes with the program 
coordinator designated by the Kensington Fire ProtecƟon District. 
- A project coordinator oversees the implementaƟon and ensures the project adheres to grant 
condiƟons. 
- The project coordinator will provide the final report upon compleƟon of the removal project. 
 
Timeline: 
- ApplicaƟons are accepted on a rolling basis unƟl funds are depleted. 
- Projects must be completed within 6 months of the approval date to be eligible for 
reimbursement. 
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Example 1 
 
San Rafael  Wildfire MiƟgaƟon Grant Program 
hƩps://www.cityofsanrafael.org/wildfire-miƟgaƟon-grant-program/ 
 

How much money is available to residents? 
Residents can choose to apply for San Rafael Fire Department, or be added to the 
waitlist for Marin Wildfire Prevention Authority grant funds. 

The San Rafael Fire Department reimburses 50% of expenses, up to $1000 each for 
defensible space projects and home hardening work. More wildfire grant funding may be 
available for low-income residents who are completing work required by law. 

What projects qualify for wildfire mitigation 
grant funding? 
Grant funding is intended to prioritize the most urgent wildfire risk reduction work. 
Projects must address issues within 100 feet of structures or within 10 feet of a road or 
driveway. Residents should complete defensible space improvements starting with the 
issues closest to their home and work outwards. Projects such as window replacements 
will not be funded if defensible space work within 30 feet of the structure is not 
completed. 

Only the expenses directly related to reducing wildfire risk will be covered. For example, 
if a contractor removes a Juniper bush and limbs a Redwood tree for aesthetic reasons, 
only the Juniper removal will be covered. Tax will be excluded from reimbursement if 
receipts include non-qualifying expenses. 

Improving defensible space around your home* 

 Removing or reducing the amount of plants within 30 feet of structure or 10 feet 
of road 

 Creaঞng space between exisঞng plants and trees 
 One-ঞme removal of dead plants and debris 
 Purchase of a fire-resistant tarp for wood piles 

Home hardening to adapt your home to wildfire* 

 Covering exterior vents with fire resistant screens 
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 Installaঞon of gu�er screens 
 Installaঞon of tempered dual-paned windows and sliding glass doors to replace 

single pane windows 
 Fire resistant roof coverings and replacement of wood shake roofs 
 Replacing high risk materials on exterior walls, siding, and doors 
 Removing deck, paঞo, stairs or replacing flammable materials with fire-resistant 

alternaঞves 

What is NOT eligible for wildfire grant funding?* 

 Rouঞne or seasonal maintenance such as trimming grasses or removing dead 
leaves 

 Purchasing tools or equipment 
 Home hardening projects on detached accessory buildings such as a shed or 

garage that are located at least 50 feet from a building 
 Installaঞon or maintenance of exterior Sprinkler Systems 
 Basic home improvements 
 Coaঞng flammable materials with "fire-retardant" coaঞngs 

* These are not complete lists. Please reach out if you have questions about whether a 
project would qualify for grant funding. 

Rules and Requirements 
Residents must complete a comprehensive wildfire safety evaluation before applying for 
grant funds. 

Work must be completed by a licensed San Rafael business. Check if your gardener is 
licensed on our Business Search webpage. This is not the same as being a licensed 
contractor through the State of California. 

Payments must be made directly from the resident to a business. 

Bills and invoices must be itemized to clearly demonstrate all costs are related to 
mitigation work included in your defensible space report.  

Grants are provided as reimbursements after residents have completed wildfire 
mitigation projects on their property. 
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EXAMPLE 2 
Sleepy Hollow Fire ProtecƟon District 
hƩps://www.shfpd.org/grants-and-assistance-programs 
 

SHFPD Direct Assistance Pilot Program 

This program will provide Sleepy Hollow residents with the opportunity to receive 
free hazardous vegetation removal and disposal services from a local, licensed 
contractor.  Participation will be on a first-come, first-serve basis until funds run 
out.  Sleepy Hollow residents interested in participating in the program must submit 
an application by Friday, August 15th at 5:00 PM PST.  Residents whose applications 
are approved will be contacted directly and all details will be 
confirmed.    Additional program information and application instructions can be 
found at  www.shfpd.org/shfpd-direct-assistance-pilot-project. 

  

In addition to the SHFPD programs listed above, the Marin Wildfire Prevention 
Authority (MWPA) also has the following assistance programs that Sleepy Hollow 
residents are eligible to take advantage of: 

MWPA DEFENSIBLE SPACE GRANT PROGRAM 

During FY 2023-24, grant funds are available for land parcels in the MWPA 
jurisdiction, to help offset the cost of creating defensible space, on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. Once all required documents are submitted for review, residents 
may receive up to $1,000 per parcel per fiscal year. There is no match requirement. 
This means that MWPA will fund 100% of your eligible expenses. 

MWPA HOME HARDENING GRANT PROGRAM 

During the FY 2023-24, grants funds are available for parcels within the MWPA 
jurisdiction on a first-come, first-serve basis. Once all required documents are 
submitted for review, applicants may receive up to $5,000 per fiscal year per land 
parcel.  

Some home hardening work is so important that MWPA will fund 100% of your 
expenses to complete it, as long as the need is identified during your Defensible 
Space and Home Hardening Evaluation. These items are: 
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-Installation or replacement of vents with < ⅛” screen. More information is available 
here 

-Installation of gutter guards 

-Installation or replacement of garage door seal 

All other home hardening work identified during your Evaluation will require a 50% 
match. This means that MWPA will only reimburse you for 50% of your expenses on 
other home hardening items not listed above. 

Additional Eligibility Information 

Applicants or a member of their household must identify with at least one of the 
following: 

-Physical development or intellectual disabilities 

-Chronic conditions or injuries 

-Limited English proficiency 

-Older adults (60+) 

-Children under the age of 18 

-Dependent on public transit 

-Pregnant Women 

-Low-income household per HUD requirements 

Eligible Marin County residents must receive a full Defensible Space and Home 
Hardening Evaluation. Only the completion of eligible work identified during the 
evaluation can be awarded.  

Grant income is taxable in California. Applicants who receive a total (combined) 
award(s) of over $600 per calendar year will be issued a 1099 tax form.  
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EXAMPLE 3 
Central Marin Fire Department 
hƩps://www.centralmarinfire.org/hazard-miƟgaƟon/roadside 
 

LETTER TO RESIDENTS OF MADRONE CANYON AND SURROUNDING 
NEIGHBORHOODS: FEBRUARY 11, 2020 

Download the full letter and "opt-out" form in PDF format 

Dear Property Owner, 

Since 2015, California and the North Bay have experienced a dramatic increase in the 
number and frequency of catastrophic wildfires. Marin has a long history of significant 
wildfires, including many in Larkspur and nearby communities. 

The California Fire Code (Section 4907.2 and 4908), International Wildland Urban 
Interface Code, and City of Larkspur Municipal Code all require that any person who 
owns, controls, or leases property located within a designated Wildland Urban Interface 
“WUI” Zone maintain 100-150 feet defensible space around structures, 15 feet of 
vertical clearance over roadways, and 10 feet of horizontal clearance along roadsides 
and driveways. 

Central Marin Fire Department has identified high hazard areas in Larkspur where 
improvements can be made to reduce the amount of hazardous vegetation located 
along your PRIMARY and SECONDARY EVACUATION ROUTES. Many properties located 
within Madrone Canyon and the surrounding Christmas Tree Hill area were found to be 
non-compliant for roadside vegetation clearance.  

The City of Larkspur has partnered with Central Marin Fire Department and FIRESafe 
Marin to provide funding for the initial clearing of vegetation located along the roadway 
fronting your property. During the last week of February 2020, personnel from Larkspur, 
Central Marin Fire Department, and FIRESafe will be working with private contractors to 
begin the clearing of vegetation along the roadways.  The work will include the 
following: 

 Cut back or remove vegetation and tree limbs that encroach into the roadway. 
 Remove low hanging tree limbs that extend over the roadway to create at least 

15-feet of vertical clearance. 
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 Remove hazardous or combustible vegetation located along the roadway and up 
to 10 feet (horizontally) where access is available and removal is appropriate. 
Vegetation to be removed includes (but is not limited to) bamboo, juniper, acacia, 
and fountain grasses located on the right-of-way side of any fence.  

 Remove tree limbs to 6-10 feet above ground on mature trees along the edge of 
roadways, and up to 10 feet (horizontally) where access is available and removal 
is appropriate. 

Property owners may request to “opt out” or not participate in this free program. 
Property owners who opt-out are still required to maintain vegetation located within 10’ 
of roadways on their property, at the owner’s expense. If you choose not to participate, 
please sign and return the “opt-out” form attached to this letter as soon as possible. 

 


