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KENSINGTON FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
 
DATE: February 21, 2024 

TO: Board of Directors 

RE: Authorize the General Manager/Interim General Manager to 
Enter Into Necessary Agreements to Allow Mr. Bakker, Who 
Intends to Join a New Law Firm in March, to Continue Serving 
as District Counsel 

  SUBMITTED BY: Mary A. Morris-Mayorga, General Manager 

 
 

Recommended Action 

Authorize the General Manager/Interim General Manager to enter into necessary agreements to 
allow Mr. Bakker, who intends to join a new law firm in March, to continue serving as District 
Counsel. 
 
Background 

The District’s current legal counsel is provided by John Bakker with Meyer’s Nave.  Mr. Bakker has 
notified the District that he intends to join a new law firm in March and would like to continue serving 
as District Counsel.  The District has a long relationship with Mr. Bakker as legal counsel and he 
along with his associates have a vast knowledge of District history that would be important to retain. 
 
In order to continue serving as District Counsel once Mr. Bakker has joined the new law firm, the 
District would need to sign related agreements that are expected to be ready in March.  Board 
Policy 1180 – Legal Counsel and Auditor does not specify the process required for signing 
agreements; therefore, these legal agreements would fall under the same requirements as other 
agreements which allow the General Manager to sign those for which funds are budgeted.  Legal 
fees are included in the budget. 
 
Given the critical role of the District Counsel function, legal counsel wanted to ensure the Board is 
aware and accepting of the transition prior to proceeding; therefore, it would be prudent to authorize 
the General Manager or Interim General Manager (depending upon timing) to sign the necessary 
agreements. 
 
Fiscal Impact 

There is no fiscal impact identified at this time as fees are anticipated to remain unchanged. 
 
Attachment: Board Policy 1180 – Legal Counsel and Auditor 
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